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August 9, 2021 

 

Dear Hebron Families and Educators,  

 

Over the summer we have received feedback and questions from families regarding universal 

masking and distance learning options for the upcoming school year. We are writing to you with 

information about both of these topics. The Hebron Board of Education values public comment 

whether in person or electronic. We understand that the community is passionate about school 

operations, including mask use, for our students for the upcoming school year. We welcome this 

passion when it is presented respectfully. We do want to remind our community that our children 

are watching our actions and hearing our words. At the last Board of Education meeting, a 

member of the public used expletives and reportedly used hate speech later in the parking lot to 

express their displeasure regarding another person’s public comment. We have worked very hard 

on our focus on Social Emotional Learning through our implementation of the Choose Love 

program. We want to set good examples for our children. The Board would like to reiterate that 

respect for all persons, no matter their opinion, is expected at all Board meetings. The Board will 

not tolerate blatant disrespect of persons, including the use of expletives or hate speech, during 

public meetings or on school property.  

 

Further, there have been reports that community members plan to protest at our scheduled meet 

and greets or at other times that students would be present on school grounds. Consistent with 

our Visitors Policy 1008, protests would be considered disruptive to our educational 

programming and thus will not be permitted on school grounds. Please do not put our school 

communities in a position where confrontation would likely occur in front of our students. Those 

looking to protest school policies, should respectfully do so using the public comment 

opportunity at the regular Board of Education meetings.      

 

The use of universal masking was discussed at the Board of Education Meeting last week. At the 

meeting it was shared that relevant federal and state laws and guidance related to the COVID-19 

pandemic continue to evolve, as they have since the beginning of the pandemic. On July 19, 

2021, Governor Lamont issued Executive Order No. 13, which extended a handful of Executive 

Orders through September 30, 2021, including, but not limited to, Executive Order 9, Section 1, 

which authorizes the Commissioners of Early Childhood and Education to issue binding 

guidance, rules, or orders for the operation of schools or childcare settings that each deems 

necessary to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. Executive Order 13 also extends Executive 

Order 12A, which requires masks regardless of vaccination status in certain settings where the 

risk of COVID-19 transmission is higher or where the population within such settings faces a 

greater risk of severe health effects from COVID-19, and requires the Commissioner of Public 

Health to issue rules for the wearing of masks in such settings. 
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Executive Order 12A provides in relevant part: The Commissioner of Public Health shall issue a 

rule setting forth a comprehensive list of facilities, venues, and other locations where masks and 

cloth face coverings are required and will amend said rule as the Commissioner determines is 

warranted by public health conditions. The Commissioner of Public Health’s rule makes clear 

that “all individuals, regardless of vaccination status, must continue to wear a face-covering 

mask at all times when: 1) Inside public or private school buildings (PreK-12) . . . .”   

 

In light of the above, masks/face-coverings are still required inside school buildings regardless of 

vaccination status through September 30th as of this writing. We anticipate the Connecticut 

Department of Education and/or the Department of Public Health will publish updated guidance 

on the topic soon. Once we receive the guidance and update our COVID operations and safety 

plan, we will promptly share this with families. If new guidance allows for local decisions 

regarding universal masking, the Board of Education will hold a special meeting to discuss the 

issue and we will let families know of the meeting in advance. 

 

Some families have reached out in support for restoring distance learning as an option for 

families for next year. While this was an option we were happy to provide last year, we are not 

able to offer distance learning as an option moving forward. The state passed new legislation that 

limits distance learning as an approved model for school attendance to only grades 9-12 and not 

until July, 2022. Therefore, no district is able to offer distance learning as an option next year 

due to this new state law. We are able to continue to use distance learning when students need to 

quarantine or if forced to close for in-person learning as we did last year. We are no longer 

permitted to use distance learning on a “snow day” or other weather related closure day under 

existing state law.  

 

The Board welcomes feedback and you may write to them at BOE@hebron.k12.ct.us. Likewise, 

the District welcomes your feedback and you can write to us at COVID@hebron.k12.ct.us. As a 

reminder, we updated our COVID Operations and Distance Learning Plan in June. A summary 

of updates made since our last revision can be found on page 2 of the plan. We will continue to 

send any updates to you promptly.  

 

In partnership, 

 

    

Heather R. Petit    Thomas J. Baird, EdD 

            Board Chair  Superintendent 
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